INTERRCr.ATlOV OF LF^ "AF?ET OSWALD 

We cc»id«ct«d the ^n-»»3tl?«ti<»i at the Texas School Book repository 
Buildl-ng on Noveiober ??, 1963, ironediately after the President was shot 
and after we had fomd the locstion where Se "arwy Oswald had done the 
scooting from and left three empty cartridge cases on tJ-e floor and the 
rifle had been found partially hidden under soite boxes near the back 
stairway. These pieces of evidence were protected until the Crine Lab 
could pet pictures and make a eewch for fingerprints. After U. Day, 
of the Crime ^ab, had finished his work with the rifle, I picked it up 
and found that it bad a esrtrldpe in the chamber, which I ejected. About 
thi s tine sor^e officer came to rm and told me that Kr. "oy S. Truly 
wanted to see me, as one of hi?! men had left the building. I had talked 
to Wr. '^ruly rrevlously, and at that time he thouRht evervone was ac- 
counted for who worked in the bulldlnf?. Mr. Truly then cawe with another 
officer and told me that a W "arvey Oswald hsd left the building. I 
asked if he had an address where this wan lived, and '^e told me ttat ho 
did, that it was in Irving at 2?1? W. 5th Street. 

I then left the rest of the search of the building with Chief 
Lumpkin and other officers who were there and told Dets. R. K. Sims and 
E. L. Boyd to accompsny me to the City Hall where we could make a quick check 
for police record and anf other Inforroation of value, and we would then go 
to Irving, Texas, in an effort to apprehend this man. While I was in the 
building, I was told that Officer •'. i''. Tippit had been shot in Oak Cliff. 
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Immediately sftnr ■'■ reaehe'' Tiiy office, I asked the officers who had brought 
in a prisoner froF the Tlpclt shooting who the wsn was who ?;hot the officer. 
T*-ey told his name was Lee ^arvey Oswald, and I replied that that was 
otir suSTTBct In th«> 'resident's Mll'ng. I Instructed ♦;hs officer' to hring 
this man Into f-e office after tslltlnf? to the officers for a few alnutas 
In the presence of Officers H.. w. sins and L. Poyd of the Homicide Bureau 
and possibly some Secret Service ann. Just as I had started questioning 
this man, I rocelTed a call from Oordon vhsnklin, Agent in Chfrge of the 
FBI office here In Dsllas, who asked me to let him talk to Jim Bookhout, 
one of his agentis. He told Bookhout that he woulc like for James P. 
Hosty to sit In on this interirlew as he knew ahout these people and had 
been InTBstigatlnp tjiam before. I Invited Kr. Bookhout and Hr. Hosty In 
to help with the Interrlaw. 

After soire questions shout this man's full name I asked him if he 
worked for the Teras School Book Beposltory, and he told me ho did. I 
^sked him which floor hp worked on, and he said usually on the second 
floor hut sometimes his vork took hiir, to all the different floors. I ask- 
ed hill what part of the building '-e was in at the time the ^resident was 
shot, and he said that he was havinp his lunch ahout that timf on the first 
floor. Mr. Truly had told me that one of t'-e police officers had stopped 
this man immedlstely after the shooting somewhere near the back stairway, 
so I asked Oswald where he was when the police officer stopped him. He 
said he was on the second floor drinking a coca cola when the officer came 
In, I asked him why he left the building, and he said tiiere was so nrach 
excitement he didn't think there would be any more work done that day, and 
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that as this company wasn't particular a>out their hours, that they did not 
punch a clock, and that he thought it would he just as well that he left for 
the rest of the afternoon. X asked hia if he owned a rifle, and he said 
th>it he did not. He said that he had seen one at the building a few d«y» 
ago, and that Mr. Truly and some of the emoloyees were looking at it. I 
asked him where he went to when he left work, and he told me that he had 
a room on 1026 Horth Beckley, that he went over there and changed his trousers 
and pot his pistol and wont to the picture show. I asked him why he carried 
his pistol, and he reirarked, "Tou know how hoys do when they have a gun, they 
1u5t carry it." 

Mr. Hosty asked Oswald if he had been in Russia. He told him, "Tes, 
he had been in Pnssla «iree years." He asked hiir if he had written to 
the Husaian Embassy, and he said he had. Thi*! man became very upset and 
arrogant with Agent Hosty when he questioned him and accused him of accos- 
ting his wife two different times. When Agent Hosty attempted to talk to 
tbl's man, he would hit hlvs fist on the desk. I asked Oswald what he meant 
by accosting his wife when he was talking to Kr. Hosty. He said Mr. Hosty 
mistreated his wife two different tines when he talked with hor, practically 
accosted her. Kr. Hosty also asked Oswald if he had been to Mexico City, 
which h- denied. Purinp this interview he told roe tiiat he had gone to 
school in Now Tork and in '''ort Worth, Texas, that after going into the 
Marines, finished his high school education. I asked hln if he won any 
medals for rifle shooting in the Marines. He said he wen the usual medals. 

T asked him what his political beliefs wore, and he said he had none 
hut that he belonged to the '''air ''lay for Cuba Committee and told me that 
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they had bflndquerters In ^ew ^orV and that he hud bssn "ecretarr for this 
organization in New "rlaans when ha lived there. He also said that hfi sup- 
ports the Castro Kevolutlon. One of the officers had told me that he had 
rented the room on I>ockley under ti\e name of - . ^ee. I ^'Sked hita «hy 
he did this. He said the landlady did it. She didn't understand hia 
nairiB correctly. 

Oswald asked if he «as allomd an attorney and T told him he could 
have Rny attorney hs liked, and that the telephone vould be arailable to hia 
op In the jail and he could call anyone he wished. I believe It waa dur- 
ing this intei-rtev that hf> frst expressed a desire to talk to Mr. Abt, an 
attorney In New ■''ork. Interviews on this day were Interrupted by ahovnps 
where wltneseef identified Oswald positively as the «»n who killed Offioar 
Ti-'plt. and th« time that I would have to talk to another witness or to 
seme of f-e offleers. One of these mbowups was held nt h!3'^ tm» and the 
next one at 6:30 pm. and at T;?? pa. ^t 7i05 pn I slpnod a eomplalnt be- 
fore Bill Alexander of the ri^riet Attorney's office, charging Oswald with 
the Tlppit BBTder. At 7tlO pai Tlppit was anaignad before Judge "'ohnston. 
During the second day interviews I asked Oswald about a card that he had in 
his purse showing that he belonged to the Fair Play for Cuba Oonmittee, which 
he admitted was his. I asked hin about another identification card in hl« 
pocket bearing the name of Alex llldell. He said he picked up that nane 
in Hew Orleans while working in the Fair flay for Cuba organliatlon. He 
said he spoke Puaslan, that he corrasponded with people in Russia, and that 
he received newspapers from Kunala. 
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I showed the rifle to '""arlna Oswald, and she could not positively 
IdBntify it, fcsit said that it looked like the rifle that !-or husband had 
and that he had been koaplng it in the garage at "rs. Maine's hone In 
Irving. After this, I questioned Oswald furttier about the rifle, but ha 
denied owning a rifle at all, and said that he did have a saall rifle 
some years past. I aaksd him if he owned a rifle in "ussia, and he said, 
"ion know you can't buy a rifle in Russia, you can only buy shoteuns." 
"I had a shotRun In Russia and hunted soiso while there." Harlna Osvlad 
had told me that she thought her husband mlfht have brought the rifle 
froB New Orleans, whle'- he denied. He told i»e that he hPd some things 
stored In a i?araf!e at J'rs. Pslne's home in Inrlng and that he had a f«w 
personal effects at his room on Peckley. I inetmeted the officers to 
maVe a thoroosrh search of both of these places. 

After reirtewlTiB all of the evidence ertainlng to the killl- g 
of President i^ennedy before M strict Attorney Henry Wade and his assis- 
tant. Bill Alexander, and Jim Allen, foriaer First Assistant District 
Attorney of Dallas wounty, I signed a complaint before the District 
Attorney charging Oswald witt the murder of ^resident *ennedy. This was 
at 11(26 fa. He was arraigned before Judge David Johnston at 105 
Hovonber 23, I963. 

Oswald was placed in ,-)all *out 12iOO midnight md brought from the 
Jail for arralpn^ent before Judge Tavid Johnston at I136 sm. 
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f^Novwabar 23 at 10:25 AH Oswald was brought from tha Jail for 
an interview. Preaaet at this tioe was FBI agent Jim Bookhoat, Forrsst 
Sorrells, special agMt and in eharge of Secret Serrisa, Dnltad States 
Marshall Robert Hash, and Hooicide officers. iXiring this interview I 
t&Uced to Oswald about his^eivi^Lng the building, and he told m he 
left by bus and rode to a stop near hoiae and walked on to his house. 
It the time of Oswald's arrest he had a bus transfer in his pocket. 
Ho adadtted this was given to him by the bus driver when he rode the 
bus after leaving the building. 

One of the offiears had told me that a cab driver, Vllliam Wayne 
Whaley, thou^t he had recognized Oswald's picture as the man who had 
gotten in his cab near the bus station and rode to Baekley Avenue. I 
asked Oswald if he had ridden a cab on that day, and he said, "Yes, I 
did ride in the cab. The bus I got on near where I work got into 
heavy traffic and was traveling too slow, and I got off and caught a 
cab." I asked hlia about his conversation with the cab driver, and he 
said he reioK&bered that iriien he got In the cab a lady ease up who also 
wanted a cab, and he told Oswald to tell the laily to ^take another cab". 

We found from the investigation the day before that ^en Oswald 
left haae, he was carrying a long package. He usually went to see his 
wife of week ends, but this tlras he had gone on niursday ni^t. I 
aaked him if he had told Buell Wesley Frailer why he had gone heme a 
different night, and if he had told him anj thing about bringing back 
soB» curtain rods. He denied it. 

During this conversation he told me he reached his home by cab 
and changed both his shirt and trousers before going to the show. He 
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s«ld his o«b fare home was 8? cents. Mien asked what he did with hie 
clothing he took off when he got home, he said he put there in the dirty 
clothes. In talking with hiw further about his location at the tiae the 
President was killed, "^e said he ate lunch with aom of the colored boy* who 
worked «1t' him. One of thea was called "•'unlor" and the other one was 
a Uttle Bho*t man whose name he did not know. He said he had a cheese 
RandwlcV-- snd sone fruit and that was the only package he had bro-'ght with 
hiti to worW and denied that hs hnd hrnupht the lonp pacVajje de«crlbed by 
^r. "rasier and hi i sister. 

I asked Mb why 11 Ted in a room, while his wife 11 Ted in Irving. 
He said **rs. Paine, the lady his wife lived wiU, was l<;arnlnp Russian, 
that his wife needed help with the young; baby, and that it made a nice 
arranpement for both of thes. He said he didn't know Mr, ^ sine very 
well, but Mr. ^'alne and his wife, he thought, were separated a great deal 
of the ti»e. He said he owned no car, but that the Palnes have two eara, 
anc" told that in the parage at the 'alne'a home he had scire sea baga that 
had a lot of 'is personal beltmglngs, thnt he had left them there after 
comlnp back from Hew "rleanp in "epteBber. 

He said he had a brother, Hobert, who lived in rort •'orth. We 
later found t^at this brotv-er lived in fenton. Re i*aid t*>B 'alnes were 
clce friend"! his. 

T asked h-^^ If '■e belonged to thr Coisimmlst 'arty, but he said 
that v>e had never had a card, but repeated that he belonged to f^e Fair 
"Isy for Cuba organisation, and he said that he belonged to the Anarlean 



Civil Ubn^les Union and paid $5.00 dues. X &ak«d hira a«*in why h« 
carried the pistol ic the show. He refused to answer qaestions abcut 
the pistol. He did tell m, however, that he had boii^t It several 
wnths before in Fort Worth, Texas. 

X noted thdt in questioning him th&t he did answer Terjf (lulckljr, 
and I asked hia if he had ever been q^aesticmed before, and he told ms 
that he had. He was questioned one tiim for a long time by the FBI 
after he had returned from Russia. He said they used different methods, 
they ti^ed the hard and soft, and the buddy aethod, and said he was very 
faniliar with interrogation. He reminded me that he did not have to 
answer an^<- questions at aU until be tainted to hie attorney, and I 
told hia again that he couid have an attorney any tins he wished. 
He said he didn't have money to pay for a jdione sail to Kr. Abt. I 
told his to call "collect*, if he liked, to use the Jail phone or that 
he could have another attorney if he wished. He said he didn't want 
another attorney, wanted to talk to this attorney first. I believe 
he isade this call later as he thanked ne later during <m» of our inter- 
views for allowing hira the use of the telci^one. X si^laiBed to him 
that all prisoners were allowed to use the telephone . I asked hln why 
he wanted Kr. Abt, instead of sons available attorney. He told me he 
didn't know Kr. Abt personally, but that he was fasiliar with a ease 
where Fx. P.ht defeidid some people for a violation of the ^aith Act, 
and that if he didn't get Kr. Abt, that he felt sure the American Civil 
Liberties Union would furnish him a lawyer. He exjilained to me that 
this organisation helped people lAo needed attomeye and weren't able 
to get thea. 



Wiile In Slew rleans, be lived st 11907 Hapaiine Street and st one 
tlM vorke<i for t^fi 'i llUeni Blley Coirpany near that address. Vhen asked 
about any ureTrtous srrerts, he told m'- that "-ad had a little trouble 
while worVlnB with the ''air ^lay for Cuha ^onsmittee and Vad a fight with 
some antl-Cstro people. He also told me of a dehate on some radio 
■tatlon in Hew "rleans where he debated with Mome anti-Castro people. 

I asked hln what he thought of ^resident l^nnedy and his family, 
and he said he didn t have any views on the President. Be said, "1 like 
the President's fanily very wall. I have ny own views ahont national 
policies." I asked hin about a polygraph test. He told me he had re- 
fused a polygraph test with the FBI, and he certainly wouldn't take one 
at this tlae. Both Kr. Bookhout, of the TO, and Mr. Kelley, and the 
Marshall asked Oswald some questions during this interview. ^ p, 

Oswald was placed back in jnil at lli33 sm. *t JJjy? p w Oswald 
was brouffht to the office for another interview with Inspector Kelley and 
some of the other officers end nyself. I talked to Oswald about ■Hie 
different olaees he lived in Pallas in an effort to find where he was 
living when th« picture was made of biff holding a rifle which looked to 
be f-e fSTie rifle we '■ad recovered. This picture showed to be taken 
near a stairway with many identifying things in the back yard. ^ told 
me about one of the places where had lived, 

Kr. Paine had told me about where Oswald lived on Neely iitreet. 
Oswald was very evasive about this locetion. l«e found later that thi« 
was the place where the picture was nade. I again asked hi» about hie property 
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and Kherc his thing* sight b« k*pt, and h« told a* about th* Uilngs at 
Mrs. PaiBC's residence and a few things on Beokley. He was placed 
back in jail at ItlO PH. 



At 6i(X) PM I instructed the officers to bring Oswald back into ^ 
the office, and in the presence of Jim Bo<dchout, Hoololde offieers, 
and Inspector Kellegr, of the Secret Servlee, I showed Oswald an en- 
larged picture of him holding a rifle and wearing a pistol. This 
picture had bean enlarged lyr our Crime Lab from a picture found in 
the garage at Mrs. Paine «s hrarie. He said the picture was not his, 
thitthe face was his face, but that this picture had been Bade by 
someone superiaposing his face, the other part of the picture was 
not him at all and that he had never seen the picture before. When 
I told him that the picture was recovered from Mrs. Palne's garage, 
he said that picture had never been in his possession, and I explained 
to him that it was an enlargement of the small picture obtained in 
the search, it that time I showed him the smaller picture. He 
denied ever seeing that picture and said that he knew all about 
photogra;d>7, that he had done a lot of work in photography hioself , 
that the snail picttir* was a reduced picture of the large picture, 
and had been aade by some perecm unknown to him. He fvurther stated 
that since he had been t^tograjAed here at the City Hall and that 
people had been taking his picture jrtiile being transferred frcai E(y 
office to the Jail door that eamcne had been able to get a picture 
of his face and that with tjiat, they had Bade this picture. He told 
me thathe understood photography real well, and that In time, he would 
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«Me to "bov V-st 't «-» not Ms t^lcturs, and thit It had l-e«n wad* 
Vy sofMone •Ise. At t'-is tlraj h» B»ld tbat ''e d'd not want to anmrar 
any mora qti«»tlonB and vas retOTnsd to t' a Jail afcont 7il? pn. 



At 9t30 on t^n somlnr of Movember SL, I asked that Oswald ba KTr 
brought to tbe of flea. At that tin® i shonact Mm a Biaj- of the City of 
Eallaa v*lch had baen raooverad in the search of bis rooiri on North Peeklay, 
This nap had some narklags on It, one of which was afcout where the ^resident 
was shot. Be said that the map had nothlnR to do with the ^realdent'e 
!*ootlTig and again, as he had one in th* pr«Tlou» interriewe, denied know- 
Inp snjrthinp of the ahootln? of the * resident, or of the shooting of 
Officer Tlppit. He -said the nap bad been uaed to locate buildings where 
he Hpd poT,n to talk tr people aVont emplovBont. . C . fi/Mf't ^i^. 



ona vlewn, and he replied that he didn't asree with all the pMloaophies on 
relirlon. Fe seenwd evasive with Inspector Slley ahent how felt about 
rellfflOT, and T ssked him If he bnlleved in a '~lety. He wan eraslve and 
didn't answer this question. 

Someone of the Federal officers asked Oswald if he thonpht Coba 
wonld he better off ?ince the 'resident wrs assassinated. To tMf he relied 
that he felt that since the fVesldsnt was killed that someone else would 
take Ms place, perhaps Viee-Pre sldent J<*nson, and that ►■is views would 
probably be largely Oie sane as those of I'reaident l^emadjr. 

T apaln asked hin about the gun and about the picture of hln 
holding a siisHar rifle, and at that tine he again positively 
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(l«ni«<i having any kncwlwlg* oi th* plciur* or th« rifl* and dwilad 
thKt ha had evar lived est Naal/ streat, aitd wheo I tcld him that 
fri«tida 1*10 vlsitad him thara said Uitt ha lined thara, ha said 

they were taistftken abcjit viaivirig hiij> there, beca.u8« h* had nevar 
lived there, 

ftirine thia Interview Oswald misi he web a Fau-xiat, but not a 
Ijenlnist 2-iarxi»t, and repeated this two or three tiaas. He seid 
th&t the st&timt that he had debated cn in >>ew Crlei^ was Bill 
3take;i *3 program. He denied again knowing a A. Hidell in New Orleana, 
and ftgain reiterated his belief in Fair Plaf for Cuba and for what the 
CdBsnittee etoed for. 

Ifter 3om queationing, CSiief Jease E. Curry eeme to the office 
Mid asked if I was not rescj- for this maa to be tranef erred. I told 
hia we were ready as aeon as the aacurity wan eoaplcte in the baaaBent 
where we were to place Oawtld in a c&r tc trajsefer his to the CouTxty 
Jail. I had objected to the large oaser&s obstructing the jail door, 
end the Chief eaqilained to me th«t theee had been moved and that the 
people wor« moved b<iek aercas the street nixl the caaeras ware well 
back in th« garage. 1 tdd the Chief we were ready. He told ue to 
,;,o ahead and that he and Chief rteveneon, who was with him, would 
ae#t us at the County Jail. 

Oswald's shirt which he was waarijig at the tiL« of arrest had 
been r«oved, and sent to t^e Crixie Lab in Washingtoii with all the 
other evidence for the coisptrison tests, and he said he would like 
to have e shirt fror. his clothing that had bean brought to the 



/3/-Z) 



optica to Mur ov*r ihe I-ahirt th&t h* was wearing at tha tims. M 
•elected the beBt-looklng rtjirt trm hl» thingt, iut he eadd he would 
prefer wearing e black Ivy !*a.:-ue type shirt, indiceting that it might 
be a little warraer. We oade this chSAje and I asked him If he *iouldn»t 
like to wear e htt to aoro or Ibeb caaoufloge his looks in the car 
lAiiie being transferred as all of the people irho had been viewing 
hia hed ae«n him bareheaded. He didn't want to do this. Then 
Officer J. a. LeaveUe haisdeulfed his left hand to QswaU'a right 
hand, thras we left the office ftr the transfer. 

InasEMch as this report vais tade froB rc-^'h notes and mmory, 
it is entirely possible that one of these questions GO>:ld be in a 
separate int.ervieH froT: the one indicated in this report. He tms 
interviewed under the laost adverse conditions in ay oifiee which is 
9 fee* 6 inehea by 14 feet, and has only <aie front door, which forced 
us to laove this prisoner throufch hundreds of people each tiiiui he was 
carried from jsy office to the jail door, s<»ie 2C feet, during eaeh 
of these transfgra. The crowd would attei^t to jam around hin, 

V 

shouting questions and laany containing slurs. This office is a^<ic 
surrounded by large glass windows, and there were many officers 
working next t,o these windows. I have no rccordr in this office 
aijii WES ui'cble to record the interview. I was interrupted taenj- 
tiaeB durir^ these interviews to step frc-a the office to talk to 
another vdtncss or secure additiotial tnlorinaiioti froa officers 
needed for the interrOt;atiori, 



